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A Letter to David: Jessus
Wasn’t Myth & He Existed
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David, David Anderson, you?'
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'Hi Sajid,

It has been a while since we last spoke. I hope you are well. 1
have been good. I am writing this letter to you because I would
like to discuss something. I am a devoted Christian and 1
respect my religion. I am sure you can relate. A few days back,
I met with some of my friends, all of whom were atheists. I
was not bothered by the fact that they did not believe in God or
Jesus, but something they said hurt me immensely. They said
that Jesus was a creation of Egyptian mythology and he had
never existed. I remember you telling me that Islam also
honors Jesus and respects him as one of the Prophets. I was
wondering, could you send me some accounts of Jesus Christ's

existence from some (Non-Christians and Non-Muslims)
credible sources that will provide evidence that Jesus really did
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exist in history? You would be happy to learn that 1 have
become more fluent in Bangla now; one of my classmates has
been helping me out with it. I am eagerly waiting for your
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'Nero fastened the guilt... on a class hated for their
abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from
whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty
during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of... Pontius Pilatus...'
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'They were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before
it was light, when they sang In alternate verses a hymn to
 Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, not
to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any fraud, theft or

adultery, never to falsify their word, nor deny a trust when they
should be called upon to deliver it up; after which it was their
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custom to separate, and then reassemble to partake of food -
but food of an ordinary and innocent kind.
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'The Christians... worship a man to this day—the distinguished
personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified
on that account... {It] was impressed on them by their original
lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the moment that they
are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the
crucified sage, and live after his laws.’
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¢ Edwin Yamauchi, quoted in Lee Strobel, The Case for
Christ (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1998)

¢ Tacitus, Annals 15.44, cited in Strobel, The Case for
Christ,

* N.D. Anderson, Christianity: The Witness of History
(London: Tyndale, 1969), 19, cited in Gary R.
Habermas

e The Historical Jesus (Joplin, Missouri: College Press
Publishing Company, 1996, 189N190.

* Edwin Yamauchi, cited in Strobel,
The Case for Christ, 82.
* Pliny, Epistles x. 96, cited in Bruce,
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Christian Origins, 25; Habermas, The Historical Jesus,
198.

Pliny, Letters, transl. by William Melmoth, rev. by WML,
Hutchinson (Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, 1935), vol. 11,
X:96, cited in Habermas

The Historical Jesus, Page 199

M. Harris, "References to Jesus. in Early Classical
Authors, in Gospel Perspectives V, 354-3), cited in E,
Yamauchi,

Jesus Outside the New Testament: What is the
Evidence?,' in

Jesus Under Fire, ed. by Michael J. Wilkins and J.P.
Moreland (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1995), p. 227, note 66.

Habermas, The Historical Jesus, 199.

Bruce, Christian Origins, 28.

Josephus, Antiquities xx. 200 , Cited in Bruce,
Christian Origins, 30.

Yamauchi-Jesus Outside the New Testament' Page 212.

'Josephus, Antiquities 18.63-64, cited 1n Y amauchi-
Jesus Outside the New Testament', Page 212.
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'And we made the sky a protected ceiling, but they, from its
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